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Steven Sears’ Best Finance Books

1. Reminiscences of a Stock Operator by Edwin 
LeFevre 

Most professional investors cite Reminiscences 
as the first book they ever read that changed 
how they think about investing. 

2. The Art of Speculation by Philip L. Carret 

When great investors reveal their secrets, pay 
attention. 

3. The Art of Contrary Thinking by Humphrey B. 
Neill 

After reading this, you’ll no longer wonder why 
smart money zigs when everyone else zags. 

4. When to Sell by Justin Mamis 

You can’t eat paper profits and Mamis shows 
you what to do, and how to think, about the 
hardest decision any investor ever makes. 

5. Trading and Exchanges by Lawrence Harris 

A wonkish tour-de-force of what takes place 
before, during and after orders are sent to 
exchanges. 

6. Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of 
Crowds by Charles MacKay 

Essential to understanding how crowd 
psychology influences the markets. 

7. The House of Rothschild: Volume 1 and The House 
of Rothschild: Volume 2 by Niall Ferguson 

These two-volumes detail the rise of the world’s 
first mega-bank and the creation of the global 
market. 

8. Market Wizards by Jack Schwager 

Some investors are much better than others, and 
many are in this book discussing what they do 
and why. 

9. The Great Crash by John Kenneth Galbraith 

Very little ever really changes in the market and 
this classic provides a template for 
understanding why. 

10. Unconventional Success by David Swensen 

If you invest in mutual funds, the famed Yale 
pension fund manager shows you why that 
might not be the best approach for your money.  
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Steven M. Sears is a Senior Editor and Columnist with Barron's and Barrons.com, and the author of The Indomitable 
Investor. He previously reported for Dow Jones Newswires and The Wall Street Journal. He has reported upon most major 
modern financial events, including the Asian Contagion, the bursting of the Internet Bubble, the Credit Crisis, and Europe's 
sovereign debt crisis. He also was part of exchange executive teams that modernized the U.S. options market, and introduced 
electronic trading. He is a member of the Economic Club of New York. 
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